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¶ Regular, formal Board meetings  

¶ Code of practice for field meetings 

¶ Rebranding of existing programme field meetings as ôgeo-ramblesõ 

¶ Introduction of monthly, one-day excursions by minibus 

¶ Increase in the number of lectures from 6 to 10 

¶ Increase in the number of field based activities from 5 to 13 

¶ Introduction of Geology 101 workshops 

¶ Increase in the number of residential field trip opportunities 

¶ Re-introduction of field expeditions abroad 

¶ Introduction of weekly email updates 

¶ Introduction of posters for each event/activity 

¶ A new website 

¶ The launch of a Facebook Group 

¶ The  launch of our You Tube channel 

¶ The creation of our Twitter account 

¶ A new logo 

¶ A new format of lecture meetings with the introduction of video presentations 

¶ Geo-conservation sessions  

¶ A new closer relationship with Oxfordshire Geology Trust 

¶ A rapid increase in membership 

¶ The introduction of two competitions open to members 

¶ A new standardised booking system for trips 

¶ Long-term programme planning 

¶ OGG branded merchandise including sweatshirts, drill shirts and lanyards  

¶ The introduction of Associate Membership 

So far this year... 
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Welcome to the annual General Meeting 2011. 
The unusually large attendance for this occasion 
underlines the big increase in membership of 

the group during the year.  

 

When I took up the chairmanship, I was told I 
would just be a figurehead. It has not always felt 
quite like that, but it is certainly true that the 
hard work has been done by other members of 

the group.  

 

In particular, we are much indebted to the 
Programme Secretary for his abounding energy, 
imagination and attention to detail. His 
programme this year, and the one projected for 
2012, provide a feast of entertainment and 
instruction. The Treasurer has borne the burden 
of keeping track of the fast expanding 
membership. The Secretary has battled nobly 
with successive drafts of Board agendas and 

written scrupulous minutes. The Editor has devoted many hours of labour to the web 

site, whose transformation we can all admire.    

 

Other members of the group have played an important part in our success. I think 
especially of Audrey Hayes, who has continued to write the minutes of the meetings, 
and who has organised the catering for the party that will follow tonight; because of 
the large numbers, she has this year been helped by Mary Edginton and Alison 

Saunders, to whom we are very grateful. 

 

One other thing: Iõd like to draw attention to the agreeable nature of our activities as 
social events. Whether on a geo-ramble on the chalk downs, or groping around in the 
mist on the Malverns, or tossing on a little boat in the Mediterranean waiting for 
Stromboli to sound off, I personally have very much enjoyed the comradeship and 

friendship that the group offers. 

 

Michael Winterbottom 

Chairman 
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Notes on some items in the OGG accounts for 2010/2011: 
 
¶ Membership numbers have increased very significantly, from 49 at the end of November 

2009, to  57 at the end of 2010 and to 87 at the end of 2011. It is not intended to 
increase the subscription for 2012. 

 
 The healthy surplus on field trips is regarded by the Board as necessary to insure the 
 success of future excursions.  Variable costs are built into field trip fees to cover transport, 
 fuel, insurance and the out of pocket expenses.  The fees for two drivers (although thus 
 far, never claimed) are also built into the cost for each trip.  
 
¶ It is also considered important that a substantial reserve is accumulated to ensure that 

more elaborate expeditions can be staged by the Group in the future.  The Board also 
feels that some of the more expensive trips can be subsidised by the reserve fund, 
making them more accessible to a wider group of participants.  Allowing the surplus to 
be derived from field meetings protects the membership fee from inflationary pressures. 

 
¶ The £200 donation has been made anonymously with a request that it should be used 

to fund prizes for two competitions, details to be drawn up by the programme secretary 
and agreed by the Board. 

 
¶ Hosting fees for the website are paid biennially.  
 
 
 

Peter Hacking 
Treasurer 
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Field Meetings in 2011 

Huntley 

Charnwood 

Whitby 

Ystradfellte 

Blockley 

Bracklesham 

Bristol 

Mlavern 

Sicily & the Aeolians 

 

Geo-rambles in 2011 

Filkins 

Whitehorse to Waylandõs Smithy 

 

Geo-conservation in 2011 

Kirtlington 

Rock Edge 

 

Geology 101 in 2011 

Minerals Under the Microscope 

 

Lectures in 2011 

Prof  Simon Kelley 

Prof Mike Searle 

Gareth Jenkins 

Dr Matt Freeman 

Prof Martin Brasier 

Dr Bill Horsfield 

Dr Lewis Dartnell 

Owen Green 

Prof Tim Elliott 

Prof Norman Snelling 

What weõve done 

this year... 

This year, on top of the existing field programme (now 

re-branded as geo-rambles), we have introduced six  

one-day excursions and a two-day field residential trip.  

The one-day excursions have been particularly 

popular and we have seen a growth in participation 

through the year.  Next year, we have eleven one-day 

excursions, four  geo-rambles, and two weekend 

residentials scheduled. 

In conjunction with our friends at Oxfordshire 

Geology Trust we have organised two geo-

conservation sessions this year, one at Kirtlington 

Quarry and the second at Rock Edge Quarry.  We 

have two more such sessions planned for 2012. 
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